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A geography lesson focusing on Structural Transformation of Relevance:
Lesson practice for teaching geographical ways of seeing and thinking linked to
children’s earnestness
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Abstract

In this paper, we analyze data from practice based on the lesson design presented
by Nakayama et al. (2022), who focused on the structural development of students’
relevance in social studies geography classes, to clarify how the students
themselves grasped and utilized their views and ideas on social issues, and how
they considered the relevant issues. This research examined the following two

oints.

P First, we examined the strategy of proposing a lesson that focuses not on the
“earnestness of the teacher” but on the “earnestness of the students” by having the
students think about the issues or questions in the lesson. Second, we tried to show
how to avoid treating the teaching of ways of thinking as thematic relevance b
having the teacher understand the students’ motivational relevance, together wit
concrete lessons. _ ) _ _

Two types of relevance emerged from the analysis: thematic relevance, in which
students were “forced” to perceive what was presented in the class situation of the
bullet train extension issue, and interpretive relevance, in which students called
forth and interpreted their existing knowledge of the bullet train extension issue. In
other words, for the students, views and ideas appear as both forced and evoked.
Next, since the students’ relevance varied in the classroom, it is important for
teachers to understand what kinds of views and ideas are invoked. The results of the
analysis showed that the students used both subjective and interpretive relevance
when they were thinking about how to think and relied on motivational relevance
when trying to solve the problem.

Key Words: geography education, geographic views, geographic thoughts, relevance,
children’s earnestness
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