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(& £ Abstract]

Examining the factors that will increase the number of women in school

management positions in Japan is an urgent issue. In this study, interviews were conducted with

three female principals who had experience working as principals of special needs schools. The first

purpose was to analyze how teachers at special needs schools were developing their abilities as

school managers. The results revealed that all three female principals were able to develop their

abilities in both teaching and management at the appropriate time. Furthermore, as a second

purpose, it was analyzed what kind of social support worked in this process. The results revealed

that in order for female teachers to balance work and family and become principals, social support

from the workplace and from their families are effective.
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