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Dialogic Learning and Community Building: A Perspective on
Discourse Ethics and Philosophy for Children
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Abstract :

The purpose of this study was to review interactive learning from the perspective of community development, which is a
key to making the curriculum more open to society, based on inquiry-based learning. This study considers Philosophy for
Children (P4C) as an educational approach that actively links rational inquiry and the development of communities, and
incorporates this approach through case studies of two classroom practices. The questions used were: “Do you do a job you like,
despite it being difficult, or a job that is easy but not to your liking?" and “What if you were executed when you were actually
innocent?” In using these questions, the lessons were rich in dialogue.

If we look at this from the perspective of “Habermas's communication theory” | it can be seen in this study, that a variety
of valid demands and responses were made, contributing to the formation of a community. It also demonstrated the importance
of "discussions in which self-understanding is the subject" and "experiences in which consensus is shaken at the same time as it
moves towards consensus" in practice. Contrarily, from the dialogic learning perspective, two lessons can be considered to be
realized on the basis of the continuation of and proactive engagement in the dialogue, which is based on the self-correction of
the dialogue. In addition, this practice showed the importance of the process of collaboratively questioning in the "meanings
and relationships that can be put in place" in dialogic learning by themselves.

On the basis of the above results, this study shows that, whether it is the institutionalization of discussion democracy,
which faces the reality that repeated discussions do not necessarily lead to consensus, or the practical implementation of the
P4C approach, which does not aim at consensus building, complete relativism is not the solution, and that the kind of norms that
need to be reconstructed are. The study considered that there is no escape from the conundrum of what is to be reconstructed.
In sum, the ethics of debate and the P4C perspective have sharpened the key points for deepening dialogical learning with others,
while at the same time it brings to surface a troubling principal conundrum in the relationship between dialogical learning and
the community.
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