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WRERERH & SEESCETE (D)
— R DHEIK
How Can English Literary Studies Contribute to English Education? (1):
For Cultivating Imagination to the Other

f 3R - MK H A
NAKA Kiyoshi - HAYASHI Hikari
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“Life is a game, boy. Life is a game that one plays according to the rules.”

“Yes, sir. I know it is. I know it.”

Game, my ass. Some game. If you get on the side where all the hot-shots are, then it’s a game,
all right—TI’ll admit that. But if you get on the other side, where there aren’t any hot-shots, then
what’s a game about it? Nothing. No game.

(Salinger 1951: 13)
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He especially enjoyed watching Mrs. Sen as she chopped things, seated on newspapers on the living
room floor. Instead of a knife she used a blade that curved like the prow of a Viking ship, sailing to
battle in distant seas. The blade was hinged at one end to a narrow wooden base. The steel, more
black than silver, lacked a uniform polish, and had a serrated crest, she told Eliot, for grating. Each
afternoon Mrs. Sen lifted the blade and locked it into place, so that it met the base at an angle.
Facing the sharp edge without ever touching it, she took whole vegetables between her hands and
hacked them apart: cauliflower, cabbage, butternut squash. She split things in half, then quarters,

speedily producing florets, cubes, slices, and shreds. She could peel a potato in seconds. At times



she sat cross-legged, at times with legs splayed, surrounded by an array of colanders and shallow
bowls of water in which she immersed her chopped ingredients.
[...]

She had brought the blade from India, where apparently there was at least one in every
household. “Whenever there is a wedding in the family,” she told Eliot one day, “or a large
celebration of any kind, my mother sends out word in the evening for all the neighborhood women
to bring blades just like this one, and then they sit in an enormous circle on the roof of our building,
laughing and gossiping and slicing fifty kilos of vegetables through the night.”

(Lahiri 1999: 114-15)

(DFLLVEE DI, vV RABDDEZTIETIEYS L A% o7, JEED 7 v 7 IcHHE
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In India, she said, the driver sat on the right side, not the left. Slowly they crept past the swing set,
the laundry building, the dark green trash bins, the rows of parked cars. Each time they approached
the grove of pine trees where the asphalt loop met the main road, she leaned forward, pinning all
her weight against the brake as cars hurtled past. It was a narrow road painted with a solid yellow

stripe, with one lane of traffic in either direction.



“Impossible, Eliot. How can I go there?”

“You need to wait until no one’s coming.”

“Why will not anybody slow down?”

“No one’s coming now.”

“But what about the car from the right, do you see? And look, a truck is behind it. Anyway, [ am
not allowed on the main road without Mr. Sen.”

“You have to turn and speed up fast,” Eliot said. That was the way his mother did it, as if without
thinking it seemed so simple when he sat beside his mother, gliding in the evenings back to the
beach house. Then the road was just a road, the other cars merely part of the scenery. But when he
sat with Mrs. Sen, under an autumn sun that glowed without warmth through the trees, he saw how
that same stream of cars made her knuckles pale, her wrists tremble, and her English falter.

“Everyone, this people, too much in their world.”

(Lahiri 1999: 120-21)
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