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An Attempt to Study Foreign Language (English) Speech Education

from the Perspective of Musical Language
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This paper reports on the development of a method for teaching natural speech of foreign lyrics by using
the structure of music. A song is the union of music and lyric. Of the various elements that make up Western
music, phrase structure and prosody are often closely related to language not only in terms of their terminology
but also in terms of their content. Therefore, when lyrics are set to music, phonetic intonations and stresses
that are not encoded in language can be occasionally emphasized. Taking advantage of this relationship, the
author hypothesized that by training students to speak a language "musically," they could learn to speak in a

way that naturally follows the meaning of the sentence.
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My grandfather's clock was too large for the shelf,

So it stood ninety years on the floor.

It was taller by half than the old man himself,

Though it weighed not a penny weight more.

It was bought on the morn of the day that he was born,
And was always his treasure and pride.

But it stopped short, never to go again

When the old man died.
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Ninety years without slumbering, tick, tock, tick, tock
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His life seconds numbering, tick, tock, tick, tock
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It stopped short, never to go again

When the old man died.
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1 My | grandfather's | clock was too | large for the | shelf,
2 Soit|stood ninety | years on the | floor.

3 It was | taller by | half than the | old man him | -self,
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Though it | weighed not a | penny weight | more.

It was | bought on the | morn of the | day that he was | born,
And was | always his | treasure and | pride.

But it | stopped | short, | never to go a | -gain

When the | old | man | died.
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Ninety | years without | slumbering, | tick, tock, | tick, tock
10 His | life seconds | numbering, | tick, tock, | tick, tock

11 It | stopped | short, | never to go a | -gain

12 When the | old | man | died.
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