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1.Introduc鵬0皿

Inanylanguage,thereare4typeSOfpro丘ciencytobeconsidered:(1)reading;(2)

listening;(3)witing;and(4)speaking.However,itisnotclearhowtheyan≡rel

eachother,andwhetherornottheyaredependentoneachother.Thisisbecausethere

areteStSWhichmeastwethelisteningandreadingproficiencyrelativelyeasily(e.g.,
TOEFL,TOEIC,etC.);however,thewitingandspeakingproficiencyisnotsoeasily

measuredbysuchstandardizedtests.Inthisprdect,WefocusOnthewitingpro丘ciency
OfESLleamerSinJapan,andaddressthequestionasto血relationshipthewdting

PrO負ciencyhastothelisteningandreadingpro丘ciency.
Inordertomeasurethewitingproficiency,Weinventedawitingtestw鮎chwe

Cal1theWritingTest(WT,hereafter),andinordertomeasu托thelisteningandreading

PrO丘ciency,WeusedtheMinimalEnglishTest(MET,hereafter),W鮎chMaki,W励

andHashlmoto(2003)developed.Theyfoundarelativelyhighcorrelationbetweenthe

SCOreSOftheMETandthescoresoftheCo11egeEntranCeExamination(EnglishP叫)
2002administeredbytheCollegeEntranCeExaminationCeder(r=.68,P<.05,andn=

154).1

Further,Makiet狐(2005)foundacorrelationbetweenthescoresoftheMETand

thetotalscoresoftheTOEICBridge(TB,herea氏er).TheTBconsistsoftwosections,
ListeningandReading,andeachsectioncontains50questions.Theyfoundthatitisthe

totalscoresofthe TB,ratherthanthe scoresoftheListeningorReading Sections

individual1y,thathadthehigheststatistical1ysigni丘cantCOrrelationwiththescoresof
theMET(r=.51,P<.05,andn=96).ThisindicatesthattheMETmeasur郎thesumOf
thelisteningandreadingproficiency.Inthispaper,WeusetheMETtomeasu托thesum

Ofthelistemingandreadingproficiency.

ⅥlereSeuChquestionofthispaperisstatedin(1).

(1) ReseaⅣbquestion
W肋trelationshipdoesthewritingproficiencyhavetothesumOfthelistening

andreadingproficiency?

Inthisp叩er,Weanalyzedthedataobtainedfromcollegestudentsof5institutions:Gifu

Umiversity,Osaka Umiversity,KochiGakuen College,UmiversityofShizuoka,and

ShobiGakuenUmiversity.ThesetofdatawascollectedfromDecember2003toJune

2005･The result ofthe correlationanalysis wasthatthere was ahighcorrelation
betweenthescoresoftheMETandthescoresoftheWT.
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Theorganizationofthispaperisasfo1lows･Section2givesanOVerviewofthe

materialsusedinthispaper(theMETandtheWT),andSection3givesananalysisof
thedata･Section4reportstheresult,andSection5concludesthispaper･

2.Matedals

Inthisresearch,WeuSethedataofthetwotests:theMETandtheWT･Webriefly

reviewthesebelow.

2.1TheMinimalEnglishTest(MET)

TheMETisasimpletestw鮎chrequlreSthetesttakerto丘11acorrectEnglish

WOrdwith4lettersorlessintoeachofthe72blankspacesoftheglVenSentenCeS

witten onone pleCe OfA4paper,血ilelisteming to the CD w鮎chproducesthe

SentenCeS･TheMETisbasedonLessonsland20fthetextbookforco11egefreslmen

wittenbySakamOtO,Furuya,andHubenthal(2001)andtheCDthataccompaniesit.
ThecontentsofthetextbookareessaysonthemodemsocietyoftheUmitedStates.The

CDlastsabout5minuteswithaspeedof125wordsperminute.TbeMETisshown

below.
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Year Score:

Please丘11anEnglishwordwith41ettersorlessintoeachblankspot,WhilelisteningtotheCD･

1. Themqiorityofpeoplehaveatleastonepetat( )tlmeinthcir( )･
2. Sometimestherelationshipbetweenapet()orcatanditsowneris()close
3. that()begintoresemble()0therintheirappearanCeandbehavior･
4. Ontheother( ),OWnerSOfunuSualpetS( )astigersorsnakes
5. sometimes( )toprotectthemselves( )theirownpetS･
6. ThirtyyearS( )theideaofaninanimate( )丘帽tarOSe･
7. Tbiswasthepet( ),Whichbecameacraze()theUnitedStatesand
8. spread( )0血甲COun扇esas( )･
9. People( )1argeSumSOfmoneyforordinaryrocksandassigned( )nameS･
10. Theytiedaleashar0undtherockandpulled()downthestreetjust()adog･
11. TherockownerS( )ta此ed( )theirpetroc*･
12. Now( )wehaveenteredthecomputerage,( )havevirtualpetS･
13. TheJapaneSeTamagotchi---( )imaginarychicken( >--

14.( )theprecursorof( )virtualpets･
15. Nowthere( )aneVer-increashgnumberofsuchvirtual( )
16. 血ichmostlyyoungPeOPleareadopting( )their( )･
17. And( )yourvirtualpet( ),
18. you()reserveapermanentreStingplace()thehternetinavirtualpetCemetery･
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Sportsarebigbusiness.WhereasBd,eRuth,the()免mousadlleteof()day,

waswell-kn0wn( )eamingas( )asthePresidentoftheUnitedStates,theaverage

Salary()today,sprofessionalbaseba11playersis()timesthatofthePresident･
( )ahandfulofsportssuperstarseamlOOtimes( )throughtheircontracts

( )manufacttmrsofclothing,( ),andsportsequipm

Buteverygenerationproduces( )ortwolegendaryath1etes( )rew血e

therecordbooks,andwboseabilityandachievements( )remehbered(

( )thecurrentgenera(ionTigerWoodsandMichaelJordanaretWO(

)gen¢r如ions.

)1egend廻γ

fig町eS,( )ofwhom( )achievedalmostmythicalstatus･

The( )thatalargenumberofprofessionalath1etes( )hugeincomes

has( )toincreぉedcompetitionthroughout( )sportsworld･

ParentS( )theirchildrentosportstrainingcamps( )anearly?ge･

Such( )typicallypracticethreeto( )hotqsaday,

( )weekend( )duringtheirsch001vacations
inorder( )bettertheirchanCeSOfeventuallyobtaining( )well-Paidposition

OnaPrOfessional( )wi1entheygrow( )･

Asforthe( )youngaSPirantSW血odo( )succeed,

OneWOnd耶ifthey( )regrethaving( )theirchildhood･

Thetesttakerisverba11yglVenthefo1loⅥng4instruCtionsinadvanCe.

1. WritethescoreoftheCollegeEntranCeExamination(EnglishPart)youtookin
2004.

2. FillanEnglishwordwith41ettersorfbwerintoblankspaces,Whilelisteningto

tbeCD.

3. TheCDlastsabout5minutes.

4. Thereisaboutathree-SeCOndintervalbetweenLine18andLine19.

ARertheaboveinstruCtionsareglVen,andthevolumeOftheCDisa4iusted,theMETis

admimistered.
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2.2TheWritingTest(WT)

TheWTisatestthatrequlreSthetesttakertotranSlate25JapaneSeSentenCeSinto

English,aSShownbelow.ThistestiswittenononepleCeOfA4paper,andthetime

limitis15minutes.TheanSWerStOtheWTarePrOVidedbelowtheWT.

TheWritin

Translatethefo1lowlngJapaneSeSentenCeSintoEnglish.

1. 正男は学生です｡
Masao-Wagakuseedesu.

2. この本は､面白い｡
Konohon-WaOmOShiroi.

3. 公園に犬がいっぴきいます｡
Kooen-niinu-gaippikiimasu.

4. 花子は､正男が好きです｡
Hanako-Wa,Masao-gaSukidesu.

5. 正男は､牛乳を飲まない｡
Masao-Wagyuunyuu-OnOma-nai･

6. 花子は､病気ではなかった｡

Hanako-Wabyookidewanakatta.

7. ここに名前を書いてください｡
Koko-ninamae-Okaitekudasai.

臥 英語を話すのは､難しい｡
Eego-OhanaSu-nO-Wa,muZukashii.

9. 正男は､フランス語が読める｡
Masao-WaFurannSugO-gayOmeru.

10. 日本語を勉強したことがありますか?
Nihongo-Obenkyooshitakoto-gaarimasuka?

11. 花子は､昨日ここに来たかもしれない｡
Hanako-Wa,kin00koko-nikitakamOShirenai.

12. 私は､明日雨が降ると思います｡
Watashi-Wa,aSuame-gafurutOOmOimasu.

13. 私は､花子がこのいすを作ったかどうか知りません｡
Watashi-Wa,Hanako-gakonoisu-OtSukuttakadookashirimasenn･

14. 私は､正男にこの本を読んで欲しい｡
Watashi-Wa,Masao-nikonohon-OyOndehoshii.

15. ラジオを聞きながら､花子は､朝食を食べた｡

R*io-Okikinagara,Hanako-Wa,Chooshokudtabeta･

16. 東京に行った時､私は､正男に会った｡

00-niittatoki,WataShi-Wa,Masao-niatta.
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17. 雪が降れば､泳ぎません｡
Yuki-gafureba,OyOglmaSen･

柑. 正男は､東京で何を買いましたか?
Masao-Wa,Tookyoodenani-Okaimashitaka?

19. 花子が読んだのは､この本です｡
Hanako-gayOnda-nO-Wa,konohondesu･

20. この町は､あの町より小さい｡
Konomachi-Wa,anOmaChiyorichiisai.

21. 花子が昨日見た男は､正男です｡
Hanako-gakin00mitaotoko-Wa,Masaodesu･

22. あなたは､花子が何を食べたと思いますか?
Anata･Wa,Hanako-ganani-Otabetatoomoimasuka?

23. この大学は､10年前に建てられた｡
Konodaigaku-Wa,10nenmae-nitaterareta･

24. 花子は､正男にりんごを食べさせた｡
Hanako-Wa,Masao-nlrmgO-Otabesaseta.

25. 正男は､花子にりんごを食べさせられた｡
Masao-Wa,Hanako-niringo-Otabesase-rareta.

旗A鮎WerStOtheWritin宰Test(WT)

1. Masaoisastudent.

2. Thisbookis(interesting,funny).

3. Thereis(a,One)doginthepark･/

〈A,One)dogisinthepark.

4. Hanako(1ikes,loves)Masao.

5. Masao(doesnot,doesn-t)(drink,have)milk.

6. Hanako(WaSnOt,WaSn't)(Sick,ill)･

7. Pleasewrite(down)yournamehere･

8.(Itis,It-s)(difncult,hard)tospeak(in)English･/

Tospeak(in)Englishis(difncult,hard)./

Speaking(in)Englishis(difncult,hard)･

9. Masao(can,isableto)readFrench.

10.Haveyou(ever)(Studied,1earned)JapaneSe?

11.Hanakomighthavecomehereyesterday･

12.I(think,gueSS〉(that)itwill(rain,berainy)tomorrow.

13.Idonotknow(iちwhether)Hanakomadethischair(OrnOt).

14.Ⅰ(want,hope,WOuldlike)Masaotoreadthisbook.

129
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15･(While)1isteningtotheradio,Hanako(ate,had)breakfast./

Hanako(ate,had)breakfastwhilelisteningtotheradio./

Hanako(ate,had)breakfast,(While)1isteningtotheradio.

16.WhenI(wentto,Visited)Tokyo,I(met,SaW)Masao./

I(met,SaW)Masao(,)whenI(wentto,Visited)Tokyo.

17.(Ⅰちwhen)itsnows,(I,We)(willnot,WOn.t)swim./

〈Ⅰ,We)(Willnot,WOn't)swim(,)(iちwhen)itsnows.

18. WhatdidMasaobuyinTokyo?

19.(Itis,It-s)thisbookthatHanakoread.

20.Thistownissmallerthanthat(town,One).

2l.The(man,guy)(who,Whom,0)thnako(SaW,met)yesterdayisMasao.

22. Whatdoyouthink(that)Hanakoate?

23.This(university,CO11ege)wasbuilttenyearsago./

This(university,COllege)hasbeenbuiltfortenyears.

24.Hanako(made,had)Masao(eat,have)(anaPPle,aPPles)./

HanakoforcedMasaoto(eat,have)(anaPPle,aPples).

25.Masaowas(made,forced)to(eat,have)(anapple,aPPles)byHanako.

3.DataA血恒is

3.1Data

職eMETandtheWTwereadministratedatthefo1lowlnginstitutionsduringthe

PeriodfromDecemberof2003toJuneOf2005:GifuUniversity,OsakaUniversity,
KochiGakuenCollege,UmiversityofShizuoka,andShobiGakuenUmiversity.Thetotal

numberofdatasamPleswas409,aSShownbelow.

Institntions NumberoftbeData

GifuUmiversity 99

OsakaUniversity 74

KochiGakuenCollege 72

UmiversityofShizuoka 60

ShobiGakuenUmiversity 104

To也1 409

3.2DataAmalysis

Weanalyzedthedata(thescoresoftheMETandthoseoftheWT)byasimple

regressionanalysis(COrrelationanalysis).ThelevelofstatisticalsigmificanCeisp<･05･
Theresultisshownbelow.
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RegressionStatistics

CorrelationCoefncient(R) 0.8277

RSqu∬e 0.6$5087

AqustedRSquare 0.6S4313

StandardError 臥708406

Observations 409

P-Vdue 3.6E-104

Theresultofthisanalysisismoreclearlyrepresentedbythefo1lowlnggraPh･

4.TheRe$ult

Astheaboveanalysisshows,theretumedouttobeastrongcorrelationbetween

thescoresoftheMETandthescoresoftheWT.(r=.83,P<.05,andn=409)･T鮎sin
tumsuggeststhatthe･witingpro丘ciencyhasapositiveassociationwiththesumOfthe

listeningandreadingproficiency.Thus,theanSWertOtheresearchquestionin(1)is(2)･

(1) Rese廻℃bOuestbn

Whatrelationshipdoesthewitingpro丘ciencyhavetothesumOfthelistening

andreadingpro丘ciency?

(2)血1SWertOtheResearchOuestion
ThewitingproficiencyhasapositiveassociationwiththesumOfthelistening

andreadingpro丘ciency.

Therefore,thepresentresearChsuggeststhatthewitingproficiencylSnOtCOmPletely

independent ofthe other typeS Ofproficiency.This丘ndingwi11give hints tothe

traditionalquestionasto v血etherornotthefourtypeSOflanguagePrOficiencyare
independentofeachother.

Letusthenconsiderwhatthisresultwi11suggestforEnglisheducation.Brown

(1994),amOng Others,StateS that success ofthe acquisition ofa secondlangu?ge,

CruCiallyreliesonanObiectiveandconvemienttesttoevaluatetheleamer-slanguage

PrO丘ciencyatanyglVenleamlngPOint.TheWTandtheMETareobjectivetests,and
time-wise,theyareVeryCOnVemient.Ittakesonlyabout20minutestoadmimisterand

gradetheWT,andonlyaboutlOminutestoadminlsterandgradetheMET･Thepresent
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researchhasshownthattheWTandMET,althoughtheytestdi飴rentareas,Show
Virtual1ythesamereSultsintermSOftheEnglishlanguagePrOficiency･T最simpliesthat

either one ofthem would be su伍cientforthe purpose ofmeasunngthewiting

PrO丘ciencyorthesumOfthelisteningandreadingproficiency,andthataparticular

ChoicebetweenthemwoulddependontheglVenSituation.Forexample,ifthetesttaker
ishardofhearing,theMETshouldbeavoided,andtheWTcouldbeusedinstead.

0therwise,theMETwouldlikelybesu伍cient.

5.Comclusion

Toconclude,WehavefoundthatthescoresoftheMinimalEnglishTest(MET)
hadastatisticallysigmi丘cant,andstrongcorrelationwiththescoresoftheWritingTest

(W¶.Therefore,thewitingproficiencyhastumedouttohaveapositiveassociation
withthesumOfthelisteningandreadingpro丘ciency.
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Note

*WeareindebtedtoJessicaD血OnandTakaharuTakamuraforvaluablecommentson

anearlierversionofthispaper.

1.Wefollow Yanai(1998)ininterpreting values ofcorrelation coefncients.She
assumeS thefollowlng COrreSPOndence between correlation coefncientsand t

characteristics.

CorrelationCoemcieAtS Char払tted$tics

0.0<r< 0.2 almostnocorrelation

0.2 <r< 0.4 we壬舷con℃1ation

0.4 <r< 0.7 moderatecorrelation

0.7 <r< 0.9 StrOngCOrrelation

0.9 <r< 1.0 extremelystrongcorrelation


