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Swift’s “Modest Proposal”: Reformers and Slaves

Tomohito UTSUMI

Satire is a sort of glass, wherein beholders do
generally discover everybody's face but their own.

Jonathan Swift

YaFH e AU 4 7 b Jonathan Swift (1667 - 1745) DR Y LIEEN LA ENTH
122 0E THEX DRRE] (4 Modest Proposal , 1729) 1%, KD X 512, BEE ZDTH
Hoid (UT. AV 4 7 FOBSCER D5 I Angus Ross and David Woolley #@2> 5 ) :

It is a melancholy object to those who walk through this great town, or travel in the
country, when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin-doors crowded with beggars of
the female sex, followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags, and importuning every
passenger for an alms. These mothers instead of being able to work for their honest
livelihood, are forced to employ all their time in strolling to beg sustenance for their
helpless infants who, as they grow up, either turn thieves for want of work, or leave their
dear Native Country to fight for the Pretender in Spain, or sell themselves to the
Barbadoes. (492)

Lo L, TICEHEITHBREVRAFEHFUT 5 :

---and therefore whoever could find out a fair, cheap and easy method of making these
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children sound useful members of the commonwealth would deserve so well of the public,

as to have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation. (492)

ZOXEREN BFE) ( “proposal” )& & DT b TW5B X 51T, BEE( “projector”
EBWVWIDBECER, BRVAADOXERLOTHS, [EHEKIE “preserver of the
nation” & LCHMBEBTONTHEINAI | RELWVWH L Z AL, BRHE LB
BHEEOENE LVHEVDREZ D,

Mz HRBR] 13, EXN/2EL % A Modest Proposal for preventing the Children of
poor People from being a Burthen to their Parents or the Country, and for making them
Beneficial to the Public &\, E£XIZTANT LV ROBIR~ORBEREL2DIITOL
DTH5,

Z O NEMEE LT, W, o THEISZEVHFIIRH LS, va—
NLUTURK, 7Y RL « 7V~ André Breton (1896 — 1966) 237 > Y 1 ¥— [Bun
o —F T RE] (Anthologie de I'humour noir, 1940) OFFEIZ AT 4 7 B E, [ D
RRR] OHEBLORE TN DIFETHY, 4R TIE, HORFREO—DIZHZIONT
WHDEPD, (728, 1940 ERRITLRFDO Y ¢ —BUHEIZ L W B L 0o T D)

REOHEZT 20O L 5 RRRIRER L Ax DRBEHERTT D BRI,
SLTDOEEA & K> TV

I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in London, that a
young healthy child, well nursed, is at a year old a most delicious, nourishing, and
wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled;, and I make no doubt that it

will equally serve in a fricassee or a ragout. (493-94)

BELI2HADEENDE LT, 2HFAZEHEAICE-TEE (B& [H#E] X1
*4), BH1O0OFAZEBEICTS, &V .

I do therefore humbly offer it to public consideration, that of the hundred and twenty
thousand children, already computed, twenty thousand may be reserved for breed,
whereof only one fourth part to be males, which is more than we allow to sheep, black-
cattle, or swine; and my reason is, that these children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a
circumstance not much regarded by our savages; therefore one male will be sufficient to
serve four females. That the remaining hundred thousand may at a year old be offered in
sale to the persons of quality and fortune, through the kingdom, always advising the
mother to let them suck plentifully of the last month, so as to render them plump and fat
for a good table. (494)
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Al EEANT, BEFIZOSMIMZ5 -

A child will make two dishes at an entertainment for friends, and when the family dines
alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little

pepper or salt will be very good boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter. (494)

AL 7 NEFHDL LI E20 0FEEBICAENZEEIKE (1867-1916) IX, €D 1 8
AR SRR TR (1909) oF T I 2EER & THISHMARZ2IEATH S
(120) LEEL, AU 4 7 FORBOEEIZOWVWT

TCER bIRAIKRAN D ADTURRIZE DU E BB OES O 2, EHEITLRE T
LTV AEDOTLRITEEBOREE L XHIT 2 Z LRk, B, TLRPEILE
BOKEFETHH- T, TOEFEDOEERLEDOTH D, (120)

ERNTND,

BxiE 1720/, A4 7 ML TEBRBD 1 0ETHo, 2 TF
VA 7 EM@] (Drapier's Letters, 1724), [H Y U 7 — k1T (Gulliver's Travels, 1726).
ZLT MEXDRER] 1729, FAEBRBLTANTV FIZBVWEY, Bb% 174
NT v RIZBITHEBHE (‘exile”)] LHRELDD, 477 FERIZHHEIORE K
153 SABR AN (e

TRvAEeT7EM] TiX, BICEEZRBIOARELL, Y4 UT AU R
William Wood (1671 - 1730) 722 B X 2 HBELREESHFEL 0O S, [BEEE) RV
47 NDAE—BEPL LDIELDThHo T,

ME2 ORBR] CBEINEZRZ, HE2EROL S REFRICHLNLTHS -

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and therefore very proper for landlords, who,
as they have already devoured most of the parents, seem to have the best title to the
children. (494)

A& (“cannibalism”)] X, 41> 77 ROWREZHIETEIHLOTHY, Z0 TH#
R OETHIEARME, BEZIX. TAVT UV FOALPRELELINTWEHEHED
FEANREIME, REE S ORBRICHM A 572V,

Fio, AU 47 ME, BEBBELZ (LMHLELL) FNWTEEEFRE2RL L
FIZET D, HBIELLROMADFIZRIBRETHINOL I, —BLTHEDLD
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Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients: Of taxing our absentees at five
shillings a pound: Of using neither clothes, nor household furniture, except what is of our
own growth and manufacture: Of utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that
promote foreign luxury: Of curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idleness, and
gaming in our women: Of introducing a vein of parsimony, prudence and temperance: Of
learning to love our Country, wherein we differ even from LAPLANDERS, and the
inhabitants of TOPINAMBQQ: Of quitting our animosities and factions, nor acting any
longer like the Jews, who were murdering one another at the very moment their city was
taken: Of being a little cautious not to sell our country and consciences for nothing: Of
teaching landlords to have at least one degree of mercy towards their tenants. Lastly of
putting a spirit of honesty, industry, and skill into our shop-keepers, who, if a resolution
could now be taken to buy only our native goods, would immediately unite to cheat and
exact upon us in the price, the measure, and the goodness, nor could ever yet be brought
to make one fair proposal of just dealing, though often and earnestly invited fo it.
(497-98)

Oz, BB ER—{L X B TCRTFXICEBTI—FH T, BOROKRF2HE
THEWVWIRTHORES, AUL 7 MIZITEoTWADTE

But as to my self, having been wearied out for many years with offering vain, idle,
visionary thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of success, I fortunately fell upon this
proposal, which as it is wholly new, so it hath something solid and real, of no expence and
little trouble, full in our own power, and whereby we can incur no danger in disobliging
England. For this kind of commodity will not bear exportation, the flesh being of too
tender a consistence to admit a long continuance in salt, although perhaps I could name a

country which would be glad to eat up our whole nation without it. (498)

EORE% “vain, idle, visionary thoughts” EFER, Z 5T RWRV 2 LR L, <&
FA LT RIT—KIIBOE TS, 18D BFHELALE) R TH
e & “a country which would be glad to eat up our whole nation without it> 3> “England’
ERTZLNR, —BRRTH D,

MO VEL, —B, KEOTORY, TANT L FA~DERIE - B EE
DENED .
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-] desire those politicians who dislike my overture, and may perhaps be so bold to
attempt an answer, that they will first ask the parents of these mortals, whether they would
not at this day think it a great happiness to have been sold for food at a year old, in the
manner I prescribe; and thereby have avoided such a perpetual scene of misfortunes as
they have since gone through, by the oppression of landlords, the impossibility of paying
rent without money or trade, the want of common sustenance, with neither house nor
clothes to cover them from the inclemencies of the weather, and the most inevitable

prospect of entailing the like, or greater miseries upon their breed for ever. (498)

Hoddb, BEBIX. bOI—ERFENZAT, XFFBY A2 Z LIXTKD
5

I profess in the sincerity of my heart that I have not the least personal interest in
endeavouring to promote this necessary work, having no other motive than the public
good of my country, by advancing our trade, providing for infants, relieving the poor, and
giving some pleasure to the rich. 1 have no children, by which I can propose to get a

single penny; the youngest being nine years old, and my wife past child-bearing.  (499)

OO LT, ER, BREE-L~ODRATH D, AEOFIEDT-D LR LN
b, ZTDFE, FAFIFAEK ( “personal interest” NIEHHE. FEHKAI-CILMNYUEFELOLYD
WTWeDTHD, V4 U T 5Ty FR, B /< T —/L George Psalmanazar (1679 -
1763) (495 ZR) D L 5 2EH A, b r ) LERDBELERRL, TO—EIDHKRE
BT 50 L ERRIC,

1720 EFROERIC—B LTI TWARA Y 4 7 hOERIZ TR VA ET7EMICE
4EM)) O—EHIZILERNENDITHAY

---all government without the consent of the governed is the very definition of slavery.
(442)

(HHIEE ORB R XML, DGR SR 0] LS, ZoBEEIZ, 4BbLE
HE TV,

AT 47 ROBIENZOWTEED LE, Lo —H0flEEZENTHER LA ITHIER
bRV, i, AV TS5 REE, TALSV FEoRICEL TR L5 0fEEHD (&
EE] TIIRLTEVDTHSE, TANLT U R (N) &80l - E#T 2 FEO8 S 13,
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A TT7F (N) IZHT5HEEXITELRN,
ez, Zoadb [(TANT o F) LEENEF (“Ireland”, 1727 ; (#2972
REITUTRHIRIER ; 1882 FF)) ORAD 417 (Z DFDF| AT Pat Rogers w1 H) :

Remove me from this land of slaves,
Where all are fools, and all are knaves;
Where every knave and fool is bought,
Yet kindly sells himself for naught;
(330)

TANT Y N OB LK, TFR) & TEXE) 2RBT 5 OERITRV,
FIFE5I AL, [EE2ORBE] O—H OB LWEZ 2 X 5 (“Of being a little cautious
not to sell our country and consciences for nothing” [498]),

ABZREL, ME2ELIELL~DEY, HBTLNEERELDLOBE. Bk
BE - AR b OB, R, B, BREBICHALD, TAVT v FRRO TH
), BBk, DGR, BHEZRO TRERVWEOHHIFEHN LR TRV I,
BABHLELHHWDLDEFERHMTITIIR DRV,

FOZ LI, AU 47 FEEOEBREICL I HODATND ¢

Hic depositum est Corpus
IONATHAN SWIFT S.T.D.
Hujus Ecclesiz Cathedralis

Decani,
Ubi seva Indignatio
Ulterius
Cor lacerare nequit,
Abi Viator
Et imitare, si poteris,
Strenuum pro virili
Libertatis Vindicatorem.
(604)

&Y | “seva Indignatio” ( “savage Indignation” ) 23 [HixPZDLEFERL<
ZEDNWE A, TBEHOBE#ESE | “Libertatis Vindicatorem” 72 &iZ, D HII0FE
WL LTZE BV REREVRTARND,
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M2 DRBRR] NEIPNLTHH 10 0FE% (1829F), ERVANVF—- Ray
k Walter Scott (1771 -1832) 13, DAY 4 7 MRIZHEKFENZE Y — FEEFEZ LOHT
Wb, LT, EHIZ100FEEEHR (19274), [HY Uy —miTie] Z2FF LI
JNEEZ AT (1892-1927) A, TREDNEZE] (1927) TABIG L&) OF T, ZDFED X
T47 NOZEEERBIMLTNS :

A 47 MIBIET D LA, ME TN ERE RS L, TBhUuIboKRE
FLETWDE, BEBILRIZBDIDE] ERWEIERDHDEI ThD, ZOMkEE
REROWHTEIZWSLEEZ R TITREN R, D LIER Y 47 MEEED
FN—ROBFICEETN o122 L 2D ENCERBITE- TS,

(31)

23y NOXEEZSIATHIE, AV4 7 FOEYVSZXZ S ThHoT
like that tree, I shall die at the top.” (291)

BROTA =X 2T 47 bbIH)G, ZTTEHORKRERTATVWSE
TR, AR, HOFRRROITIERKEZLTFELTWDS, £DO X ITRITITIE X
Thbipn, 2, @85, 2 1ROBFELEFIRL THrLYIEX LENE
IBDTH D,

“I shall be
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