g B R R ST JE i 26 45 5 0 9 - 20 (2019)

/)N HARGET A | (The Minimal Japanese Test (MJT))
Wk D SR N — 0 g L WIS

YaFshet -+ 2305w - WiER
(20194F4 7 18 H % #1)
The Kumo no Ito Version of the Minimal Japanese Test: A Preliminary Study
Hideki MAKI, Wen-Liang WU and Xiao-Yu JIN

Abstract

Maki et al (1999) created what is called the Minimal Japanese Test (MJT), which was
designed to measure the Japanese proficiency of Japanese as a foreign language (JFL)
learners within three minutes. The MJT was made on the basis of the Simple Performance-
Oriented Test (SPOT) originally created by Kobayashi and Fort (1992) and its subsequent
work. One of the main characteristics of the SPOT is that the targets (gaps) need to be
related to grammatical items. Maki et al (2003) created the Minimal English Test (MET)
on the basis of the MJT, but one of the main characteristics of the MET is that the targets
(gaps) are not related to grammatical items, but are selected at random. Inspired by the
research on the SPOT and MET, this paper examines whether one could create a version
of the MJT in which the targets (gaps) are not related to grammatical items, but are
selected at random, just like the MET. For this purpose, a version of the MJT was created
on the basis of Ryunosuke Akutagawa’s story Kumo no Ito ‘The Spider’s Thread (1918).’
A simple regression analysis (correlation analysis) was conducted to the scores on the
Kumo no Ito version of the MJT and the scores on the Japanese-Language Proficiency
Test N3 obtained from 18 JFL learners. The result shows that the scores on the two tests
had a statistically significant correlation, which indicates that a new version of the MJT
in which the targets (gaps) are selected at random can be created in the field of JFL, just
as the MET was in the EFL field.
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