
Abstract. Background: 5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) has been a
mainstay of chemotherapy for gastric cancer. Vandetanib is
a tyrosine kinase inhibitor with inhibitory activity against
vascular endothelial growth factor receptor and epidermal
growth factor receptor (EGFR). We investigated the
combination effect of vandetanib with 5-FU on gastric
cancer cells. Materials and Methods: Anticancer efficacy
was assessed by 3-(4,5-dimethyl-2-tetrazolyl)-2,5-diphenyl-
2H tetrazolium bromide assay of five gastric cancer cell
lines, MKN1, MKN7, MKN45, MKN74, and TMK1. Signal
expression was examined by western blot, and the cell-cycle
distribution was assessed by flow cytometry. In vivo
anticancer activity of vandetanib with/without 5-FU was
tested in MKN74 cells on nude mice. Results: Vandetanib
inhibited the growth of all cell lines. In MKN7 and MKN74
cells, the combination of 5-FU and vandetanib had
synergistic effects, but effects were only additional against
the other cell lines in vitro. Combination chemotherapy in
vivo also significantly inhibited tumor growth compared to
single use of each drug. Flow cytometry showed vandetanib
increased the proportion in the G1 phase, and in MKN74,
combination therapy increased the early S phase and caused
bimodal peaks in the G1 phase. The level of expression of
cyclin D1 was clearly strong in MKN7 and MKN74 in the

natural state, and the expression of cyclin D1, E2 promoter
binding factor 1 and thymidylate synthase (TYMS) was
inhibited by vandetanib, but not in MKN1 cells. The
synergistic effect disappeared in MKN7 and MKN74 cells in
vitro when cyclin D1 was knocked-down by siRNA.
Conclusion: The synergistic effect of vandetanib with 5-FU
is related to vandetanib-induced reduction of TYMS via
down-regulation of cyclin D1. Hyperexpression of cyclin D1
might be a biomarker of the synergistic effect.

Gastric cancer is one of the most common malignant
diseases worldwide, especially in the Asian countries (1).
Although the expansion of multidisciplinary care, including
advances in chemotherapeutic agents and surgical
techniques, has progressed, gastric cancer is still a life-
threating malignancy as the second leading cause of cancer
mortality (2). In patients with stages II (excluding T1
disease) or III (moderately advanced) gastric cancer, the
recurrence rate is extremely high, at 41.7% after surgery
alone, even with curative resection (3). Thus, chemotherapy
is expected to improve the prognosis for advanced or
recurrent gastric cancer. Among anticancer agents, 5-
fluorouracil (5-FU) has been widely accepted for the
treatment of gastric cancer and clinically represents the key
drug. Indeed, current clinical trials have shown 5-FU to have
a significant effect after surgery not only with single use (3,
4), but also in combination with cisplatin or docetaxel (5-8).
However, in patients with unresectable or recurrent gastric
cancer, the median survival time and 2-year survival rates
are estimated to be 12.5-13.0 months and 22.9-23.6% (5, 6).
In order to exert a stronger effect of chemotherapeutic
agents, the drug-delivery system needs to be considered or
metabolic factors need to be changed (9). The action of 5-
FU depends on the presence of cellular thymidylate synthase
(TYMS), which is one of the metabolic enzymes for 5-FU,
and its growth-inhibitory effect is well-known to be affected
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by a decrease in TYMS (10). Thus, the development of a
new therapeutic strategy with 5-FU to reduce TYMS
expression would be of interest. Indeed, pre-clinical reports
showed the down-regulation of TYMS to lead to the
enhancement of the effect of 5-FU (11, 12).

Recent development has focused on molecular-targeting
agents, including those for cell-surface receptors and
intracellular signaling pathway-related proteins (13). Of
them, in chemotherapy for gastric cancer, antagonizing
agents for the receptors of epidermal growth factor (EGFR)
or vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGFR) were
revealed to play critical roles. In clinical trials, monoclonal
antibody against VEGFR prolonged median survival time
from 3.8 months to 5.2 months in patients with advanced
gastric cancer (14). High expression of EGFR was also
correlated with poor patient prognosis of gastric cancer (15,
16). Vandetanib (Caprelsa; Zactima; ZD6474) is a novel
small-molecule tyrosine kinase inhibitor with inhibitory
activity against VEGFR and EGFR (17, 18). In phase II and
III trials for advanced non-small cell lung cancer, vandetanib
showed promising activity not only as a monotherapy agent
(19, 20), but also in combination with certain other
chemotherapeutic agents (21-23). In fact, a recent report
demonstrated that some inhibitors of EGFR reduces the
expression of TYMS, resulting in enhancement of the
efficacy of 5-FU in lung cancer cells (24).

The aim of the present study was to investigate the
combination effect of vandetanib with 5-FU on gastric
cancer cells and to elucidate the biochemical mechanism and
biomarker of the synergistic interaction. By focusing on the
metabolism of 5-FU, a novel treatment for gastric cancer
with a molecular targeting agent might be developed.

Materials and Methods

Agents and cell culture. Vandetanib was kindly provided by
AstraZeneca (Macclesfield, UK), and 5-FU was purchased from
Kyowa Hakko (Tokyo, Japan). 

MKN45 and TMK1 as poorly differentiated human gastric
adenocarcinoma cell lines, MKN1 as an adenosquamous carcinoma cell
line, and MKN7 and MKN74 as well-differentiated adenocarcinoma
were selected. All of these gastric cancer cell lines were cultured in
RPMI-1640 medium (Wako, Osaka, Japan) supplemented with 10%
fetal bovine serum, 1% penicillin-streptomycin-amphotericin solution,
1 mM HEPES buffer, and 1 mM sodium pyruvate solution (all from
Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO, USA) in a humidified atmosphere of
95% air and 5% CO2 at 37˚C.

Evaluation of cell viability. Cell growth was assessed with a
standard 3-(4,5-dimethyl-2-tetrazolyl)-2,5-diphenyl-2H tetrazolium
bromide (MTT) assay, which detects the dehydrogenase activity in
viable cells, as described previously (25, 26). A total of 5×103 cells
were seeded in each well of 96-well culture plates. After 24 h, the
cells were treated with different concentrations of the study drugs
alone and in combination. After another 72 h, the culture medium
was removed, and 100 μl of a 0.5 mg/ml solution of MTT (Sigma-

Aldrich) was added to each well. The plates were then incubated for
4 h at 37˚C. The MTT solution was then removed and replaced with
100 μl of dimethyl sulfoxide (Wako) per well, and the absorbance
at 540 nm was measured using an Envision 2104 Multilabel Reader
(Perkin Elmer, Waltham, MA, USA).

The combination index (CI) at the 50% inhibitory concentration
(IC50) was calculated by the formula CI=A/Ax+B/Bx, where A was
the IC50 for drug A in combination, Ax was the IC50 for drug A
alone, B was the IC50 for drug B in combination, and Bx was the
IC50 for drug B alone, based on the Loewe additivity model (27).
CI values of <1, 1, and >1 indicate synergistic, additive, and
antagonistic effects, respectively.

Western blot analysis and antibodies used. Treated cells were
harvested and lysed in CelLytic™ M (Sigma-Aldrich) for 30 min
on ice. The protein concentration of the lysates was measured using
a DC Protein Assay Kit (Bio-Rad, Hercules, CA, USA). The cell
lysates were boiled in Sample Buffer Solution (Wako), then total
cell protein extracts (20 μg/lane) were separated by sodium dodecyl
sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis using SuperSep™
(Wako), and they were electrophoretically transferred onto polyvinyl
difluoride (PVDF) membranes, as described previously (25, 26).
The membranes were blocked with PVDF blocking reagent
(TOYOBO, Osaka, Japan) for 1 h. The membranes were then
incubated with primary antibodies against β-actin, EGFR, phospho-
EGFR (Tyr1068), extracellular signal-regulated kinase (ERK),
phosphor-ERK (Thr202/Tyr204), AKT, phospho-AKT (Ser473), cyclin
B1, cyclin D1, (1:5,000; Cell Signaling Technology, Danvers, MA,
USA); TYMS (1:2,500; Millipore, Darmstadt, Germany); and E2
promoter binding factor 1 (E2F1) (1:2500; Abcam, Cambridge, UK)
overnight at 4˚C. The primary antibodies were diluted with Can Get
Signal Solution 1 (TOYOBO). The membranes were then washed
with Dako Washing Buffer (Dako, Glostrup, Denmark) and
incubated with the appropriate secondary antibodies (1:25,000;
Millipore). Secondary antibodies were diluted with Can Get Signal
Solution 2 (TOYOBO). The immunoreactive proteins were
visualized by chemiluminescence using ImmunoStar LD reagents
(Wako), and images were captured by an LAS-4000 system
(FUJIFILM, Tokyo, Japan).

Cell-cycle distribution. In order to study the effect of combination
treatment of vandetanib and 5-FU, cells were treated with
vandetanib with/without 5-FU for 12-96 h after seeding and cultured
for 24 h in 100-mm tissue culture dishes. After treatment, both
attached and floating cells were collected and washed in phosphate-
buffered saline (PBS), incubated in 70% ethanol, and kept at −20˚C
overnight for fixation. Ethanol-fixed cells were centrifuged (3,500
rpm, 2,000 × g, 15 min), re-suspended in PBS containing 200 μg/ml
RNase A (Sigma) at 37˚C for 30 min, and stained with 20 μg/ml of
propidium iodide (Wako) for 30 min in the dark. Apoptotic cells
were determined by their hypochromic sub-diploid staining profiles.
The distribution of cells in the different cell-cycle phases was
analyzed from the DNA histogram using FACSCalibur (Becton
Dickinson Immunocytometry Systems, San Jose, CA, USA). The
data were analyzed using Cell Quest software (Becton Dickinson).

Transfection and small interfering RNA (siRNA) experiments for
cyclin D1. Three siRNA duplexes were designed and synthesized
for silencing cyclin D1. The duplexes were termed cyclin D1-1
(sense: 5’-UCC UGU GCU GCG AAG UGG AAA CCA U-3’;
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antisense: 5’ - AUG GUU UCC ACU UCG CAG CAC AGG A -
3’); cyclinD1-2 (sense: 5’-GGA GAA CAA ACA GAU CAU CCG
CAA A-3’; antisense: 5’-UUU GCG GAU CUG UUU GUU CUC
C-3’); and cyclin D1-3 (sense: 5’-GCG CCC UCG GUG UCC UAC
UUC AAA U-3’; antisense: 5’-AUU UGA AGU AGG ACA CCG
AGG GCG C-3’). The siRNA oligonucleotides (Stealth RNAi) and
the negative control oligonucleotides (Stealth RNAi siRNA
Negative Control) for cyclin D1 were purchased from Invitrogen
(Carlsbad, CA, USA). MKN74 cells were cultured in medium
without antibiotics for 24 h before transfection at 50-70%
confluence. The cells were transfected with a siRNA oligonucleotide
using Lipofectamine RNAiMAX (Invitrogen) in a final siRNA
concentration of 30 nmol/l in serum-free Opti-MEM (Invitrogen).
After 48 h, the total proteins were extracted, and the expression
levels of the cyclin D1 protein were analyzed by western blotting.

Animals housing and in vivo experiments. Female 6-week-old nude
mice (BALB/c nu/nu) were purchased from SRL (Hamamatsu,
Japan) and housed in the animal facilities of the Division of Animal
Experiment, Life Science Research Center, Gifu University with
free access to water and food. Mice were acclimatized at the animal
facilities for 1 week before receiving injections of cancer cells. Mice
received a s.c. injection into their flanks of 5×106 MKN74 cells that
had been resuspended in 100 μl of PBS. After 10 days, when
established tumors of approximately 100 mm3 in volume were
detected, mice were randomly allocated to four groups (10 mice per
group) to be treated with (i) vehicle: 200 μl sterile normal saline i.p.
and 200 μl distilled water with 1% Tween 80 p.o.; (ii) 15 mg/kg/day
5-FU in 200 μl sterile saline i.p. and vehicle control p.o.; (iii) 
25 mg/kg/day vandetanib in 200 μl distilled water with 1% Tween
80 p.o. and vehicle control i.p.; and (iv) 15 mg/kg/day 5-FU i.p. and
25 mg/kg/day vandetanib p.o. on days 1-5 of each week for 4
weeks, respectively. Tumor volume was measured using the formula
π/6 × largest diameter × (smallest diameter)2. In order to evaluate
the antitumor effects of 5-FU and vandetanib, tumor sizes were
measured every 3 days. The mice were subsequently killed at day
29 of initial treatment, and their tumors were excised and the tumor
weight was evaluated. Animal experiments in this study were
performed in compliance with the guidelines of the Institute for
Laboratory Animal Research, Gifu University Graduate School of
Medicine, and the UKCCCR Guidelines for the Welfare of Animals
in Experimental Neoplasia.

Statistical analysis. The data were examined using the Student t-
test, χ2 test, and ANOVA or Kruskal-Wallis test (with appropriate
post hoc analysis for multiple comparisons) to determine statistical
significance. Tumor volumes from the control group were compared
with those from the three treatment groups using the Student t-test,
and to evaluate the synergistic effect of the drugs, the CI was
calculated by using the Loewe additivity model (27). For all
comparisons, a p-value of less than 0.05 was regarded as
statistically significant.

Results

Synergic effect of 5-FU with vandetanib on gastric cancer cell
growth. Vandetanib inhibited the growth of the gastric cancer
cell lines and their IC50s were calculated as 3.5±1.2 μM against
MKN1, 5.1±1.2 μM against MKN7, 4.1±0.2 μM against
MKN45, 3.8±0.1 μM against MKN74, and 19.1±3.6 μM

against TMK1. The single use of 5-FU and its combination
with vandetanib also showed a growth-inhibitory effect on
these cell lines (Figure 1). In MKN74 cells under combined
use of vandetanib at doses of 0.25 μM, 1 μM, and 2.5 μM, the
IC50s for 5-FU were 29.0±15.7 μM, 6.2±3.6 μM, and
0.24±0.22 μM, respectively. The CIs were calculated as
0.35±0.14, 0.32±0.03, and 0.65±0.02, respectively. In MKN7
cells, under 0.25 μM, 1 μM, and 2.5 μM doses of vandetanib,
the IC50s for 5-FU were 64.5 μM, 17.4 μM, and 3.03 μM, and
the CIs were 0.559, 0.394, and 0.677, respectively, indicating
the synergistic effect of vandetanib with 5-FU in MKN74 and
MKN7 cells, but simply an additional effect in the other cell
lines such as MKN1.

For the in vivo experiments, the synergistic effect of
vandetanib with 5-FU was examined in a mouse model with
the MKN74 cell line (Figure 2). The single use of vandetanib
significantly reduced tumor volume compared to the control on
day 9 (p=0.0278), and this effect was maintained continuously
to day 28 (p=0.0002). In combination with vandetanib, the
effect of 5-FU in inhibiting tumor volume was clearly
increased compared to the single use of 5-FU from day 9
(p=0.0134), with this effect maintained to day 28 (p=0.0041),
and also compared to the control from day 6 (p=0.0085), with
this effect maintained to day 28 (p<0.0001), respectively. The
tumor weight on day 28 was also significantly reduced by the
combination of vandetanib and 5-FU compared to the single
use of each drug (p=0.0001 and 0.0097, respectively).

Effect on cellular signaling. Vandetanib and 5-FU-mediated
signal transduction was examined to compare cell lines
showing a synergistic effect (MKN74) or an additional
action (MKN1) (Figure 3). The activity of EGFR was
completely inhibited by vandetanib in a dose-dependent
manner, and its downstream phosphorylation of ERK was
also blocked in both cell lines.

Flow cytometric analysis showed that vandetanib
increased the proportion of cells in the G1 phase while
reducing the S-phase proportion in a time-dependent manner
in both cell lines. In contrast, the S-phase population was
increased by single use of 5-FU in both cell lines in a time-
dependent manner, and a similar change was detected in
MKN1 cells by combination treatment with vandetanib. In
MKN74 cells, however, the combination increased the early
S-phase population and caused bimodal peaks in the G1-
phase population. As shown in Figure 4, the expression of
cyclin D1, E2F1 and TYMS was inhibited by vandetanib in
a dose-dependent manner in MKN74 cells but not in MKN1.
Similar results to those for MKN74 cells were detected in
MKN7 cells (data not shown). 

Significance of the synergistic effect of cyclin D1. The
expression levels of cellular signaling-related proteins were
compared between the gastric cancer cell lines (Figure 5).
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Figure 1. Effect of the combination of 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) and vandetanib on gastric cancer cell growth in vitro. In order to verify that there were
synergistic effects of 5-FU and vandetanib against gastric cancer cells, we performed a 3-(4,5-dimethyl-2-tetrazolyl)-2,5-diphenyl-2H tetrazolium
bromide assay using these drugs in MKN74 (A), MKN7 (B), and MKN1 (C) cells. Cell survival was analyzed after incubation for 72 h from the
administration of the drugs. The synergistic effect of the drugs was evaluated using the combination index (CI) calculated by the Loewe additivity
model (27). CI values of <1, 1, and >1 indicate synergistic, additive, and antagonistic effects, respectively. The dotted-line of the CI graph indicates
the line of CI equal to 1. All values are representative of at least three independent experiments.
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Figure 2. In vivo effects of vandetanib with/without 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) on tumor growth. The mice (MKN74) in vivo experiment was performed
as described in the Material and Methods section. Tumor growth curves on each day were plotted (A). The mice were subsequently killed on day
29 of initial treatment, and tumor weight was evaluated (B). Data are the mean±SD.
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Figure 3. Continued



The expression of EGFR was strong in MKN1, MKN7, and
MKN74 cells but was slightly weak in MKN45 and TMK1
cells. Phosphorylated EGFR was clearly detected in MKN1
and weakly detected in MKN7 cells, but almost none was
detected in the other cell lines. In contrast, the expression
level of cyclin D1 was clearly strong in MKN7 and MKN74
cells but not in the other cell lines.

In order to demonstrate the possibility of a significant
relation of cyclin D1 with the synergistic action of 5-FU and
vandetanib, the effect of a cellular RNA blockage technique,
siRNA, was studied on MKN7 and MKN74 cells (Figure 6).
In MKN74 cells with blocked expression of cyclin D1, at
doses of 0.25 μM, 1 μM, and 2.5 μM of vandetanib, the CIs
of the combination with 5-FU were calculated as 0.978,
0.888, and 1.007, respectively. In the cells with siRNA2, the
CIs were 0.939, 0.88, and 0.714, and with siRNA3, they
were 0.993, 1.075, and 0.898, respectively, indicating that

the blockage of highly expressed cyclin D1 diminished the
synergistic action. In another targeted cell line, MKN7, with
siRNA1, the CIs were calculated as 0.969, 0.852, and 0.800;
with siRNA2 as 0.986, 0.910, and 0.854; and with siRNA3
as 0.988, 1.081, and 0.856.

Discussion

Recent developments in cancer chemotherapy have focused
on the combination of standard therapeutic drugs with
molecular targeting agents (28, 29). In fact, for the treatment
of gastric cancer, various clinical phase III trials targeting the
receptor of EGF or VEGF have been conducted, but
expected outcomes have not yet been reported (30, 31).
Despite these trials recruiting over 1,450 patients, negative
and inferior results compared to the control arm with
chemotherapy alone were reported because patient selection
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Figure 3. Comparison of the effects of vandetanib with/without 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) on signal transduction and the cell cycle distribution. A:
Effects on the phosphorylation status of epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) and its downstream signaling in MKN1 and MKN74 cells treated
with vandetanib at the indicated concentrations for 30 min as analyzed by western blotting. β-Actin was used as a loading control. B: Cell-cycle
analysis of MKN1 and MKN74 cells treated with vandetanib with/without 5-FU. Cells were treated with these drugs at the indicated times after
seeding and culture for 24 h. The DNA contents of the cells were analyzed by flow cytometry. The cell-cycle distributions are shown. C: The
histograms of no treatment at 0 h as the control and those for treatment with vandetanib (4 μM) with/without 5-FU (150 μM) for 72 h and 96 h in
MKN74 cells are shown.



was not optimized. In order to improve the new targeting
therapy, several points remain in terms of the biological
knowledge of gastric cancer. The selection of patients based
on the identification of specific predictive biomarkers
appears to be a very crucial point (29). As well, an
understanding of the different molecular alterations that play
a pivotal role in each case will undoubtedly be a main factor
in the development of targeted therapy. A biological
approach to understanding the mechanisms involved in the
synergistic action of vandetanib with 5-FU is supported by
the present study.

The D-type cyclins associate with cyclin-dependent kinase
4 and 6 and play an important role early in the G1 phase of
the cell cycle. These complexes phosphorylate
retinoblastoma protein and inactive its ability to act as a
transcriptional repressor in a complex with E2F1 (32).
Because the E2F1 gene is a key regulator for G1/S phase
transition (33), down-regulation of cyclin D1 by vandetanib
(Figure 4) is thought to lead to the shutdown of E2F-
mediated transcriptional activity (34). In fact the E2F family
is considered one of the main regulators of cell growth and
proliferation (35). The overexpression of E2F1 is a risk
factor for malignant tumors (36), and it might be related to
suppression of the progression or induction of apoptosis in
several types of cancer (37), indicating that the E2F1 gene
has a dual effect in promoting cell proliferation and
apoptosis. A recent study demonstrated that E2F1
overexpression had a significant influence on cell-cycle
progression and proliferation of gastric cancer cells (38),
despite the fact that the underlying molecular mechanisms
remain unclear. This evidence might support the present
study result of the reduction of E2F1 by vandetanib. Because
E2F1 is an upstream transcriptional regulator of TYMS, its

reduction decreases the level of TYMS directly or through
the down-regulation of cyclin D1, as described in current
reports (34, 39, 40). In addition, the inhibition of cellular
proliferative signaling factors ERK or AKT are also related
to the decreasing action of cyclin D1 in gastric cancer cell
lines (41, 42). In the cell lines used here (MKN7 and
MKN74) with high expression of cyclin D1, the combination
of vandetanib with 5-FU increased the early S phase
population and caused bimodal peaks in the G1 phase in the
flow cytometry experiment, suggesting that the reduction of
TYMS enhanced the effect of 5-FU (Figure 3). The
importance of cyclin D1 to this synergistic effect was also
demonstrated on the mRNA level (Figure 6).

Although the therapeutic strategies are planned with the
expectation of favorable outcomes, this is not always the
case. Efforts to provide greater treatment benefit to patients
with cancer might be associated with an understanding of the
mechanism of action or factors causing resistance (43). The
protein levels of TYMS is well known to significantly
correlate with the response to 5-FU-based therapy in several
cancer cell lines (13, 44). In fact, the metabolic enzymes,
such as TYMS for 5-FU, and the signaling pathways, such
as B-cell lymphoma 2 (BCL2) for taxane (45), have been
considered as chemo-predictive markers. New knowledge of
these markers is being evaluated to determine the selection
of individual patients for personalized therapy. In fact,
patients with gastric cancer who show a poor response to
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Figure 4. Comparison of the effects of vandetanib on cell-cycle
regulatory proteins. Effects on cyclin D1, thymidylate synthase (TYMS)
and E2 promoter binding factor 1 (E2F1) in MKN1 and MKN74 cells
treated with vandetanib at the indicated concentrations for 24 h were
analyzed by western blotting. β-Actin was used as a loading control.

Figure 5. Expression levels of cellular signaling-related proteins.
Expression of epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) and its
phosphorylated form in human gastric cancer cell lines were analyzed
by western blotting (A). The levels of cyclin D1 expression were also
evaluated by western blotting (B). β-Actin was used as a loading
control.



first-line chemotherapy are considered to have a dismal
prognosis (46). Therefore, reliable biomarkers that can
predict the response to chemotherapy are urgently needed to
improve the efficiency of chemotherapy for patients with
advanced gastric cancer. In addition, recent studies have
suggested that the response to first-line chemotherapy is
strongly correlated with the disease-free survival term and
overall survival in patients with advanced gastric cancer
(47). Thus, the outcome in patients with advanced gastric
cancer is markedly dependent on the response to first-line
chemotherapy; therefore, it is very important to identify
biomarkers that can be used to predict the responses of such

patients to anticancer agents. In the present study, as one of
the reliable indications, cyclin D1 was shown to play a
significant role not only in mediating the synergistic effect
of the combination of vandetanib with 5-FU but also to
predict its outcome. The overexpression of cyclin D1 is well
known to promote cell growth and carcinogenesis because
of its capacity as an oncogene (48, 49). Actually, current
studies have also highlighted the significance of cyclin D1
to promote local cancer progression and to lead to distant
metastases (50, 51). The expression rate of cyclin D1 protein
was found to be extremely high, 47.4% and 50.0%, in the
primary region and in metastatic lymph nodes, respectively,
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Figure 6. Down-regulation of cyclin D1 after transfection of cells with a small interfering RNA (siRNA) oligonucleotide against cyclin D1. Three
types of siRNA oligonucleotide against cyclin D1 were transfected into MKN74 and MKN7 cells, and the expression of cyclin D1 in MKN74 cells
was evaluated (A). In MKN74 cells treated with 0.25 μM, 1 μM, and 2.5 μM of vandetanib with 5-FU, the combination index was nearly 1 in the
cells after transfection of any of the three types of siRNA against cyclin D1, indicating that the synergistic effect had disappeared (B). Similar results
were found in MKN7 cells (C). Control oligonucleotide as a negative control had no effect on the synergy of vandetanib and 5-FU in both cell lines.



in advanced gastric cancer (52). Although the value of cyclin
D1 expression as it relates to chemotherapy is not yet
controversial in gastric cancer, the patient prognosis is
reported to have a tendency to worsen (53). In contrast, a
higher level of cyclin D1 was shown to correlate with better
patient prognosis in colorectal cancer, even if the relation of
the anticancer drug effect was not described (54). It is
possible in colorectal cancer that the expression of cyclin D1
is not an indicator of the chemosensitivity to 5-FU (55), but
the synergistic effect of cyclin D1 with molecular-targeting
drugs has not yet been demonstrated. However,
chemosensitivity to 5-FU was predicted to be significantly
better for patients with low expression of cyclin D1 in
squamous cell carcinoma (56). 

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of the
enhancement of the antitumor activity of vandetanib with 5-
FU, especially for gastric cancer cells with high expression
of cyclin D1. The effect of a novel chemotherapy regimen
established with the combination of vandetanib and 5-FU
might be predicted based on the level of cyclin D1
expression. A clinical trial to support the findings of the
present study is expected in the near future.

Conclusion

The synergistic effect of vandetanib in combination with 5-
FU was demonstrated through the reduction of TYMS by
E2F1 and cyclin D1 in gastric cancer cell lines. The
significance of cyclin D1 expression may allow its use as a
biomarker to predict the effect of combination therapy with
vandetanib and 5-FU. 
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