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SUMMARY

Some important characteristics of cooperative groups for rice-production controlled by rural
community are elucidated.

The original data used in this study were provided mainly by the detailed survey for cooperative
groups which was undertaken in Hirata-cho, Gifu Pref., Japan, 1982-83

The conclusions are as follows.
(1) Most cooperative groups controlled by rural community are organized in connection with
goverment subsidy, exchanging the types of it from joint use of agricultural machinery to contract
farming (farm works).
(2) Operators of the coop are selected from among its members (farm households).
(3) On the organization of cooperative groups, Hirata-cho Agricultural Cooperative played an
important role.
(4) Generally speaking, cooperative groups are confronted with some problems, deficiency of
operators, poor accounting conditions, impossibility of depreciation (agricultural machines), etc.
(5) Rent or lease of farm land (contract farming under farm management) can not yet be expected
in Hirata-cho, because the members of the cooperative groups have large businesses and the income
from rice-production is larger than the land rent.

Therefore, fundamental direction of intensification and reproduction of cooperative groups should
be not to rent or lease farm land but, rather, contract farming controlled by the rural community.

Res. Bull. Fac. Agr. Gifu Univ. (49) : 63—74, 1984.
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