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Pathological Investigation on the Giblets
of Condemned Broiler Chickens at a Poultry
Slaughterhouse in Gifu Prefecture.

2) Especially High Incidence of Infectious Bursal Disease

Yasuaki KUSAMA, Mutsumi INOUE
and Mitsutaka NAKAMURA

SUMMARY

For about three years, from 1982 to 1985, a histopathological investigation was carried out of
condemned broiler chickens at a poultry slaughterhouse in Gifu Prefecture. A total of 85 specimens
consisting of 83 broiler chickens from 38 to 66 days old and two birds of Nagoya-Kochin 129 and 165
days old were used for the present study. They were chosen at random from the condemned chickens
at post-mortem inspection of poultry. All diseases were recorded statistically. When one specimen
had many diseases, these were recorded individually. Therefore, the total number of diseases
exceeded the total number of 85 specimens.

A total of 352 cases (consisting of 50 kinds) of disease were observed in'all specimens. The
principal disease was infectious bursal disease (IBD) in 58 cases (68.24 per cent of the total 85
specimens investigated). Second in frequency was disorders of the metabolism including fatty liver,
amyloidosis and ceroidosis in 40 cases (47.06 %). Third was hepatitis in 34 cases (40.00 %). Fourth
was liver cirrhosis including hepatic fibrosis in 30 cases (35.29 %). Fifth was fibropericarditis in 20
cases (23.53 %).

When one observed the diseases in relation to age, the incidence of disease was different between
the middle class (38 to 46 days of age, 27 specimens) and the large class (56 to 66 days of age, 56
specimens).

In the middle class, a total of 102 cases (consisting of 26 kinds) of disease were observed. The
principal disease was IBD in 21 cases (77.78 per cent of 27 specimens) and liver cirrhosis in 16 cases
(59.26 %), hepatitis in 15 cases (55.56 %), disorders of the metabolism in 8 cases (29.63 %) and bron-
chopneumonia in 4 cases (14.81 %) were the most frequently observed diseases.

In the large class, a total of 242 cases (consisting of 47 kinds) of disease were observed. The
principal disease was IBD in 37 cases (66.07 per cent of 56 specimens) and disorders of metabolism in
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32 cases (57.14 %), hepatitis in 19 cases (33.93 %), fibropericarditis in 16 cases (28.57 %), broncho-
pneumonia and liver cirrhosis in 14 cases (25.00 %), respectively, were the most frequently observed
diseases.

In young chicken (129 and 165 days of age, 2 specimens) class, 8 cases (consisting 7 kinds) of
disease were observed.
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