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A Consideration on Multi-National Meat Integration

Katuyuki OGURI, Takashi IIDA and Michio SUGIYAMA

Department of Production and Distribution Management
(Received July 20, 1992)

SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to clarify the trend of beef import and beef importing company
behavior in various nations since the liberalization of beef trade. In order to do this, several beef
importing companies were interviewed and surveyed.

The main findings were as follows: i) The number of beef importing companies has increased
from 36 to more than 100 firms in the past four years. ii) Some 52 percent of the companies were
established in Australia and 43 percent in the U. S. A. ; the rest were in other countries. iii) Beef
importing companies were divided into four: (i ) General trading company, (ii ) beef wholesale and
meat proéessor, (iii) supermarket and consumer’s cooperative and (iv) food service industry. iv)
Companies surveyed which at first built branches in each country; second, they contacted meat
packers for buying arrangements, or contracts, joint ventures and amalgation; thirdly, they bought
beef cattle ranches; and fourthly, they have been shering Japanese know-how with local ranches in the
respectivel country. v ) Imported beef in Japan is distributed to beef wholesalers or meat processors
and to supermarkets or consumer cooperatives. However, brand beef and high quality beef, with
reduced production and distribution cost are important problems in these businesses today.

Res. Bull. Fac. Agr. Gifu Univ. (57) : 149—156, 1992.
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