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Development of Rural-Urban Interaction

in a Hilly Rural Area
—A Case of Asahi Village, Gifu Prefecure—

Yasunari MIYAKE and Yasuo MATSUMOTO

Department of Production and Distribution Management
(Received July 31, 1995)

SUMMARY

In a remote hilly areas, residents entertain high expectations that rural-urban interaction will
rehabilitate their rural community. The purpose of this study is to propose a view of rural-urban
interaction which is suitable for Asahi, a village in a typical hilly rural area. We examined natural
and social conditions of this village and clarified the factors involved in rural-urban interaction.

Many urban residents visit this village annually. However most of them go to enjoy skiing or
skating. Such so-called “hard tourism” does little to promote interaction between village and urban
residents. It is neccessary to create new interaction style. As a result of our study, we proposed
concrete interaction modes in Asahi village from the view points of nature-oriented and continuous
interaction as well as functional improvements of the present facilities for tourism.
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