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SUMMARY

Improvements in large-scale agricultural productivity have occurred in the suburbs where, sources such
as farm households have had to earn their main income from other sources such as renting rice fields and
consignment of rice field work.

In this paper, we studied X town in Gifu Prefecture and analyzed the conditions necessary for the
formation of large-scale private rice field management. Apart from the management issue itself, measures for
dealing with the environment need to be considered so as to form a management body to able to effectively
control farming operations.

As a result, management was classified into external and internal management, which may be described
as follows.

1) External Management Conditions
(D Farm households, whose main income is earned from other sources such as simultaneously renting out
rice fields and engaging in profitable consignment of rice field work.
@ The work consignment standard charge should not be so low as to fall below the level of operating
expenses. It is possible to earn rent from the land if the rent level is not set too high.

2) Internal Management Conditions
@ The rice field owner must be confident of the certainty of a return.
@ A personal market must be secured by arranging a personal point-of-sale and creating a stable
management base.
(3 The establishment of a year-round employment system for hired hands. With that in mand, during the
slack season (between January and February) hired hands are employed to service machinery.
@ An effort must be made toward the efficient use of machinery to reduce expenses. Thus, employees are
able to reduce operating expenses by servicing machinery in the slack season.

When these conditions are met, the formation of large-scale rice farming land use management bodies
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may be realized. Such conditions should be taken into account by government and non-government

organizations wishing to undertake agriculture management by securing land use-type agriculture.
Res. Bull. Fac. Agr. Gifu Univ. (61) :93—100, 1996
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