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A Pilot Study of Different Styles through Two

Authors’ Use of Sentence Final Markers in Informal Dialogues
—Yoshimoto Banana and Murakami Haruki—

SUGIYAMA Junko

In general, there are some differences between sentence final markers (SFMs) used by fe-
male and male speakers in an informal Japanese conversation. [ have been teaching
Japanese literature to advanced learners of Japanese whose Lls are Korean and Chinese.
Of many contemporary writers, these young readers seem to prefer Yoshimoto Banana and
Murakami Haruki. Although these two writers share similar views about the world and
use very clear and simple, but casual expressions, there are some differences between their
uses of SFMs, particularly those.of female characters in their novels.

This article attempts to determine their tendencies toward the use of SFMs by cluster
analysis and principal component analysis based on the SFMs in informal dialogues which
occur in Yoshimoto’s Amurita and Murakami’s Norway no Mori [Norwegian Wood]. In
this analysis I adopt the method used in Jin and Murakami’s study (1993) on comma
placement for deducing authorship on the basis of quantitative analysis.

The result of my analysis indicates the following three points:

1. Female characters in Murakami’s novel use much more feminine SFMs than those

in Yoshimoto’s.

2. Female characters in Yoshimoto’s novel use mainly neutral SFMs, and a few,
slightly more feminine SFMs than both authors’ male characters.

3. Male characters in both Murakami’s and Yoshimoto’s novels use neutral SFMs,
although Murakami’s male characters have a little more masculine tendency than
Yoshimoto’s.

Thus, it can be concluded that Murakami, a male author, gives his female characters

a very feminine voice, while he does not give his male characters a very masculine voice.
In contrast, Yoshimoto, a female author, selects relatively neutral SFMs for both her male
and female characters. A further and more comprehensive study will be necessary to deter-
mine differences between female and male authors’ attitudes and feelings toward gender-
related speech styles.
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. MF MM YF YM
nne 2.0856202 0.31496063 2.21793635 0
vne 0 2.83464567 1.63934426 1.2567325
dane 0 2.04724409 0.67502411 1.07719928
yone 0.93304061 0.47244094 1.44648023 0.35906643
wane 2.19538968 0 0.67502411 0
none 1.20746432 0 1.2536162 0
pne 4.8298573 2.83464567 3.85728062 1.43626571
nyo 4.99451153 0 2.41080039 0
vyo 0.05488474 13.3858268 4.43587271 7.8994614
dayo 0 13.2283465 2.5072324 5.74506284
wayo 5.81778266 0 1.54291225 0
noyo 19.5389682 0 6.65380906 0
pyo 1.09769484 0 0.38572806 0
nda 0 7.55905512 0.19286403 10.4129264
afno 17.3984632 0 2.70009643 0
gno 2.96377607 5.98425197 6.65380906 1.43626571
afph 4.22612514 14.488189 13.1147541 | . 35.3680431
 gph 5.59824369 6.77165354 13.3076181 6.28366248
sa 0 3.77952756 1.15718419 0.71813285
Zez0 0 1.25984252 0 0.17953321
ka 0 2.04724409 0.77145612 1.79533214
kai 0 0.31496063 0.09643202 0.17953321
kana 0.21953897 1.57480315 1.06075217 2.33393178
kashira 1.59165752 | 0 0.96432015 0
wa 4.77497256 0 1.73577628 0
na 0 6.45669291 2.12150434 3.05206463
daro 0 3.1496063 0.38572806 2.15439856
desho 4.00658617 0 2.5072324 0.89766607
vol 0.05488474 0.31496063 2.79652845 1.79533214
masho 0.49396268 0 0.19286403 0
dirv 0 1.1023622 0.48216008 0.17953321
dirte 1.97585071 0.15748031 2.31436837 0.71813285
janai 0.76838639 0.31496063 1.92864031 0.35906643
nf 9.38529089 5.19685039 9.16104147 10.4129264
oth 3.7870472 4.40944882 6.65380906 3.9497307
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Dendrogram using Ward Method
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine

CASE 0 5 10 15 20 25
Label Num +--------- I S RIS Foiea - I +
MM 2
YF 3 'J
YM 4
MF 1

K2 Complete LinkageklcLkd7~ ko SA
*kx**x* HIERARCHICAL CLUSTER ANALYSIS ***x%xx%x%

Dendrogram using Complete Linkage
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine

CASE 0 5 10 15 20 25
Label Num +--------- foeei IR S IR deoeeaaae +
MM 2
YF 3 —J
YM 4
MF 1

B3 Average LinkageiklckdF» koI 54

*xxx*xx*%x HIERARCHICAL CLUSTER ANALY SIS *** % % %

Dendrogram using Average Linkage (Between Groups)
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine

CASE 0 5 10 15 20 25
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MM 2
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Dendrogram using Single Linkage
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine

CASE 0 5 10 15 20 25
Label Num +--------- fooeaans b foees b +
MM 2
YF 3 —‘J
YM 4
MF 1
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Total Variance Explained

Initial Eigenvalues Extraction Sums of Squared Loadings
% of Cumulative % of Cumulative
Component Total Variance % Total Variance %
1 2.325 58.128 58.128 2.325 58.128 58.128
2 1.216 30.401 88.528 1.216 30.401 88.528
3 .237 5.914 94.442
4 .222 5.558 100.000

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
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MARKER MF MM YF YM FAC1_1 ‘FAC2_1
nne 2.09 .32 2.22 .00 -.48929 .08956
vne .00 2.84 1.64 1.26 -.29418 -.56347
dane .00 2.06 | .68 1.08 -.48193 -.56819
yone .93 AT 1.45 .36 -.56223 -.19631
wane 2.20 .00 .68 .00 -.68541 .00085
none 1.21 .00 1.25 .00 -.64196 -.11870
pne 4.83 2.84 3.86 1.44 .06162 .46149
nyo 5.00 .00 2.41 .00 -.43586 63059
vyo .06 13.39 4.44 7.90 1.36587 -1.32290
dayo .00 13.23 2.51 5.75 1.00499 -1.43232
wayo 5.82 .00 1.54 .00 -.51462 .69694
noyo 19.54 .00 6.65 .00 .33345 3.49031
pyo 1.10 .00 .39 .00 -.74001 -.21218
nda .00 7.56 .19 10.41 .53180 -1.28793
afno 17.40 .00 2.70 .00 -.14724 2.78249
qno 2.96 5.98 6.65 1.44 .61248 12723
afph 4.23 14.49 13.12 . 35.37 4,20134 -.63017
gph -5.60 6.77 ©13.31 6.28 1.77043 96817
sa .00 3.78 1.16 .72 -.29633 -.65823
Zez0 .00 1.26 .00 .18 -.68189 -.54032
ka .00 2.05 .7 1.80 -.42708 -.57772
kai .00 . .32 .10 .18 -.75556 -.45546
kana .22 1.58 1.06 2.33 -.39939 -.49011
kashira 1.59 .00 .96 .00 -.66600 -.07766
wa 4.78 .00 1.74 .00 -.51491 .53470
na .00 6.46 2.12 3.05 19274 -.84993
daro .00 3.15 .39 2.15 -.34909 -.70919
desho 4.01 .00 2.51 .90 -.39037 44716
vol .06 .32 2.80 1.80 -.35679 -.25335 |
masho .49 .00 .19 .00 -.77382 -.33239
dirv .00 1.10 .48 .18 -.64278 -.48599
dirte 1.98 .16 2.31 .72 -.45081 .07397
janai i .32 | 1.93 .36 -.52634 -.17026
nf 9.39 5.20 9.16 10.41 1.50518 1.28561
oth 3.79 4.41 6.65 3.95 .64402 .33370
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Component Matrix*

Component

1 2
MF .218 .946
MM .841 -.400
YF .862 .362
YM .909 -.191

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

a. 2 components extracted.
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