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University Students’ Use of Attitudinal Expressions
An Analysis and Discussion
Based on Answers on Written Examinations

Eriko Kiyoshima
Organization for Promotion of Higher Education and Student Support,
Gifu University

Abstract

Since the first semester of AY 2019, we have offered a university-wide general education humanities
course called “Theory of Japanese Expressions” that teaches practical Japanese expressions. Particular
emphasis is placed on the acquisition and explanations of “attitudinal expressions” (including Japanese
honorifics). In this study, we analysed and examined the status of student acquisition and trends in
wrong answers on the past three written examinations. Regarding Japanese honorifics, the results show
that the students had a tendency to use honorifics consistently to avoid appearing rude to others.
Moreover, regarding their situational use of honorifics, the results show that they could determine the
proper use of honorifics and recognize incorrect usage, but it was difficult for them to select the
appropriate expression depending on the scene, circumstances, and the other person’s situation. In

order to improve student performance, we believe that the time spent on exercises should be increased.

Key words: Attitudinal expression, Honorific, Written examination, Error analysis,

University student
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